
Applying to University through UCAS using 
the Advanced and Progression Diplomas

The following slides are screenshots taken during a dummy UCAS application.
They have been designed to show the method of applying to university using the 14-19 
Diplomas as the main qualification. This dummy application is written as though the Diploma 
will be completed in Summer 2010 and so the results are all PENDING. I have chosen to use 
the Diploma in Engineering as the Diploma qualification and A level Mathematics as the ASL 
qualification. The approach will be the same for any line of learning studied.

Universities have requested that the different elements of the Diplomas are identified and 
reported individually, so Principal Learning, Extended Project, Functional Skills and ASL 
should all be entered separately.

This document is not meant to be a full user guide for UCAS, there is an excellent user guide 
on the UCAS website www.ucas.ac.uk. This document deals with entering the 14-19 Diploma 
elements under the ‘Education’ heading and does not look at the other areas of the application 
process. 

I would like to thank the Staff at UCAS have been very supportive in checking and amending 
the details included in this document.

http://www.ucas.ac.uk/


For this example I 
will be entering 
details for the 
Advanced Diploma 
in Engineering and 
the Progression 
Diploma in 
Engineering .

Note that they are 
listed under 
‘Diploma’ when 
looking for 
qualifications. 



The grade is 
entered here. This 
is the principal 
learning grade.

This is not the total 
diploma grade 
(which combines 
the  principal 
learning and 
project grades 
together).

HEIs have 
requested the 
Diploma elements 
separated and the 
Extended Project 
grade is entered 
elsewhere.
UCAS obtain the 
final grade from the 
individual DABs 
and CABs.



The detail for the 
Progression 
Diploma is exactly 
the same as the 
detail for the 
Advanced Diploma. 
There is no way of 
determining from 
the detail whether 
the A Level Maths 
was taken as part 
of the Diploma or  
not.



There is a specific 
option to select for 
the entry of 
Principal Learning 
as a standalone 
qualification.
This is available in 
situations where 
the Generic 
Learning has not 
been studied or 
completed.



The ‘Principal 
Learning’ option is 
suitable for 
applicants who, for 
whatever reason, 
do not achieve all 
the elements of the 
Diploma, Principal 
Learning can be 
accredited as a 
qualification in its 
own right . 



Functional Skills  
are added as a 
separate section of 
the  application .



Functional Skills 
may well have 
been completed 
before the 
application is 
made.
The three options 
are for English, 
Maths and ICT.



I am adding the Extended 
Project Qualification here.
This can be taken as a 
stand alone qualification 
or as part of the 
Advanced/Progression 
Diplomas. 
The Extended Project 
should be added whether 
stand alone or if taken as 
part of the  Diploma.
The UCAS system inputs 
the grades reported for 
the different  Diploma 
elements.



There are 40 
characters 
available to give a 
descriptive title for 
the project. The  
applicant’s 
personal statement 
can be used to give 
more detail on the 
project.



A Level Maths is 
being added as the 
ASL. In this case 
the result is 
entered as 
pending, however 
for many A levels 
part achievement 
can be recorded.



Overview 
of entries



This series of slides was put together by 
Rob Moore of Energy and Utility Skills Ltd 
for the Engineering Diploma Development 
Partnership and reviewed by UCAS.

The screen capture took place in 
December 2009.

For other diploma guides and information 
please go to: www.engineeringdiploma.com

http://www.engineeringdiploma.com/
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